
January 21, 2020 

Members of the Pennsylvania Senate 

 

Dear Senators, 

 

The House Environmental Resources and Energy Committee amended SB 790 to remove the 

provision that would have allowed for the spreading of drilling waste on unpaved roads as a dust 

suppressant. The move improves the bill, but not substantially enough to warrant its passage. It is still 

a very bad bill in many respects. We, the undersigned, are calling on you to vote no on the bill when it 

returns to you in its amended form. 

 

The bill is the latest attempt to establish a set of rules for conventional drilling separate from those for 

unconventional drilling. However, what differentiates the two categories is not at all clear in state law 

or in practice. The Pennsylvania Independent Oil and Gas Association’s website puts it this way : 

 

"Pennsylvania law defines an unconventional gas well as a well drilled into a shale formation below 

the base of the Elk Sandstone or its geologic equivalent where natural gas cannot be produced by 

horizontal or vertical well bores except when stimulated by hydraulic fracturing. Essentially, these 

wells are drilled into a shale that is so dense that the gas trapped inside cannot be released except by 

cracking the rock by means of hydraulic fracturing. 

 

A traditional, conventional well is usually drilled into a sandstone formation tha t can range from as 

shallow as 1,500 feet to as much as 21,000 feet deep. Oil and gas are able to pass through these 

formations without hydraulic fracturing, but nearly all wells are stimulated through fracturing to 

improve production. Conventional wells have been drilled vertically, although a few operators are 

experimenting with horizontal drilling techniques in conventional formations." 

 

Conventional drilling is not a simpler, less impactful form of drilling. In fact, conventional drillers 

have racked up three times more violations than unconventional drillers have. There is no justification 

for loosening the rules for conventional drillers, yet that is what SB790 seeks to do.   

 

Among the more troubling provisions of the bill are the following:  

Prior to the amendment approved by the House ER&E committee, the bill sought to allow spills of up 

to15 barrels, or 630 gallons, of brine to go unreported. The amendment lowered the threshold to 5 

barrels, or 210 gallons.. However, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s current 

reporting requirement is 5 gallons, or roughly 0.12 barrels. 

 

Under SB790, drillers can use water that doesn’t meet Pennsylvania’s Safe Drinking Water Act 

standards to replace the private water supplies they damage. 

 

The bill also stops local governments that want to impose tougher rules. The section called Local 

Ordinances states, “The Commonwealth, by this section, preempts and supersedes the regulation of 

conventional oil and gas wells.” 



 

Our more fundamental concern with SB790 is that it will enable more oil and gas drilling in 

Pennsylvania when it is clear that we are nearly out of time to address the climate crisis. Our 

legislature should be looking for ways to speed the transition away from the production of fossil fue ls 

and petrochemicals. As we have heard so often, our house is on fire. Stop fanning the flames.   

 

Sincerely, 

Karen Feridun, Berks Gas Truth, Kutztown, 19530, on behalf of the undersigned 

350 Philadelphia 

350BucksCounty 

Action Together 

Allegheny County Clean Air Now 

Alliance for Sustainable Communities 

Better Path Coalition 

Body Synergy 

Breathe Easy Susquehanna County  

Breathe Project 

Bucks County Concerned Citizens Against the Pipelines 

Bucks County Sierra Club 

Bucks Environmental Action 

Camp White Pine 

Citizens for Equality Action 

Columbus Community Bill of Rights 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network  

EcoJustice Working Group Thomas Merton Center 

FracTracker Alliance 

Gas Drilling Awareness Coalition 

Green Party of Allegheny County 

Green Party of Butler and Venango Counties 

Janvier Ott Inc 

Kettle Creek Adventures Lodge and B & B 

Lancaster County Green Party 

Lebanon Pipeline Awareness 

Marcellus Outreach Butler 

North American Climate, Conservation and Environment(NACCE) 

NVEC Nittany Valley Environmental Coalition (Board Member) 

Pennsylvania Alliance for Clean Water and Air  

Physicians for Social Responsibility PA 

Pittsburgh 350 PetroChemical Action Team (PCAT) 

Pneuma Institute LLC 

Pottstown Dems 

Principles NOT Parties 

Project CoffeeHouse 

Protect Elizabeth Township 

Responsible Drilling Alliance (RDA) 

Sandy Holm Farm LLC  

Schuylkill Pipeline Awareness 

Stop Fracking PA 

Tioga County Indivisible 



Upper Northumberland County Democracy in Action 

Upper Uwchlan Residents for Safety 

Uwchlan Safety Coalition  

Westmoreland Marcellus Citizens Group 

Williams Twp. CCAP 

 

Abigail Cubbison, Pittsburgh, 15234 

Adrienne Morgado, Newtown, 18940 

Allan Lynch , Lewisburg, 17837 

Amy Levengood, Douglassville, 19518 

Andrew Puglionesi, Pittsburgh, 15213 

Anita Marchegiani, Eynon, 18403 

Ann Buki, Exton, 19341 

Ann Dixon, Philadelphia, 19143 

Ann Pinca, Lebanon, 17042 

Anna Maria Caldara, Bangor, 18013 

Anne Dishong, Blairsville, 15717 

April Nolan, Cedar Lake, 46303 

Arianne Elinich, Cooperation , 18036 

Audrey Simpson, Kingston Township, 18708 

B.C. Anderson , Phoenixville , 19460 

Barbara Jarmoska, Montoursville, 17754 

Barbara Laxon, Bradford, 16701 

Bernard Greenberg , West Chester, 19380 

Bethany Homa, Verona, 15147 

Bill Kellner, palmerton, 18071 

Bradley Kirscch, Perkasie, 18944 

Brook Lenker, Camp Hill, 17011 

Carol Anne Donohoe, Blandon, 19510 

Carol Steytler , Pittsburgh , 15216 

Carrie Gallagher, Pittsburgh, 15239 

Carrie Smith, La Canada, 91011 

Cassandra DeLong, Milton , 17847 

Celia M Janosik, Sewickley, 15143 

Cheryl Hertzog, Elverson, 19520 

Chip Des, Damascus, 18415 

Chris PK DiGiulio , Downingtown , 19335 

Christine Brill, Pittsburgh, 15201 

Christine Griffin , Bethlehem , 18018 

Christine Mcdonnell Blumberg, Paoli , 19301 

Christine Russell, King of Prussia, 19406 

Cindy Tricoski, Bechtelsville, 19505 

Cohen, Ardmore, 19003 

Daniel G. Stevens, Bethlehem, 18017 

Darlene Little, Williamsport, 17701 

David Blair, Monaca , 15061 

David Kagan, Jersey Shore, 17740 

David Meiser, Pipersville, 18947 

Dean Marshall , Benton , 17814 

Debra A Jones , West Chester , 19380 

Desra Lea, Lewisburg, 17837 



Diane Dreier, Dallas, 18612 

Donna Honnigan, Lehighton, 18235 

Dr. Martha Robbins, Oakmont, 15139 

Eileen Killeen, Yardley, 19067 

Eileen Reed, Newtown, 18940 

Elizabeth Cates, Leesport, 19533 

Ellen Gerhart, Huntingdon, 16652 

Faith Zerbe, Pine Grove, 17963 

Gail Brown, Clarks Summit, 18411 

Gail Neustadt, Presto, 15142 

Gail Preuninger, Bethlehem, PA, 18020 

Garret Wassermann, Coraopolis, 15108 

Gene Hunter , Easton, 18040 

Ginger Witmer , Coatesville , 19320 

Glenda Heyd, Montoursville , 17754 

Gregory B Leuszler, Paupack, 18451 

Greta Eichenlaub, New Columbia, 17856 

Harriet Oglesby, Oklahoma City, 73112 

Henry Berkowitz, Sabinsville, 16943 

Ingrid Callenberger , Williamsport , 17701 

J. Steffen, Berwick , 18603 

Jamin Merritt, Wellsboro, 16901 

Jan Milburn, Ligonier, 15658 

Janice L. Blanock , Cecil , 15321 

Janice Mancuso , Glen Mills, 19342 

Jay Sweeney, Dalton, 18414 

Jay Walker, Pittsburgh, 15232 

Jenna Colby, Pittsburgh, 15218 

Jennifer Levins, Bethlehem, 18017 

Jennifer Marasco-Kuhn, Verona , 15147 

Jenny Lisak, Punxsutawney, 15767 

Jerry Rivers , Roosevelt , 11575 

Jill Taylor, Mckeesport, 15135 

Joan Reese, East Smithfield , 18817 

Jody K Horn, Lewisburg, 17837 

Joe Palmer, Holland, 18966 

John Lahr, Pequea, 17565 

John McDevitt, Wayne, 19087 

John Stolz, Glenshaw, 15116 

John W Leuszler, Paupack, 18451 

Joseph R Fischer, Northumberland, 17857 

Joseph U. Murray , Reading , 19606 

Joshua Homa, Verona, 15147 

Julie Broich, Lancaster, 17601 

K. Nguyen, Bethlehem, 18015 

Karen Ames Caylor, Mayport, 16240 

Karen Meyers , Wellsboro , 16901 

Karen Swam, Lancaster, 17601 

Karina Antigua , Bethlehem , 18017 

Katherine Ciambrone , Wayne, 19087 

Kathi Lockwood , Stroudsburg , 18360 



Kathleen Croyle, Pittsburgh, 15202 

Kathleen K. Harr, Langhorne, 19047 

Kathleen Krebs , Pittsburgh , 15212 

Kathleen Schreiber, Lititz, 17543 

Kathryn Riley, Gaines, 16921 

Kathryn Westman, Gubsonia, 15044 

Kay Cramer , Liverpool , 17045 

Keith Hileman, Clarion, 16214 

Kevin Clark, Wellsboro, 16901 

Lani Frank, Malvern, 19355 

Laura Beck , Monroeville, 15146 

Laura Pfeffer , Pen Argyl , 18072 

Laurie Higgins, Collegeville, 19426 

Leann Karschner, Hughesville, 17737 

Leslie Roessler, Bethlehem, 18017 

Lila Weaver, Wellsboro, 16901 

Linda Breary, St. Austell,  

Linda Heindel, Easton, 18042 

Lisa Ladd-Kidder, Kutztown, 19530 

Lisa Scherer, Marianna , 15345 

Lloyd Zeiler , Buena Vista, 15018 

Lois  Klotz, Warren Center, 18851 

Lois Bower-Bjornson , Scenery Hill, 15360 

Lois Klotz, Warren Center, 18851 

Lonnie Jo Hynds, coudersport, 16915 

Luc Kuykens, Bethlehem, 18017 

Mahsa Kazempour, Bernville, 19506 

Marcia Loughner, Mansfield , 16933 

Maren Cooke, Pittsburgh, 15217 

Margaret Quinn, Exton, 19341 

Maria Livelsberger , Hanover , 17331 

Marian Szmyd, Penn Township, 15644 

Mariianne Atkinson, Dubois, 15801 

Marilyn Patsoureas, York, 17404 

Martha Evans, Buena Vista, 15018 

Martha Robbins, Oakmont, 15139 

Mary Ann Demi, Reedsville, 17084 

Mary Ann Kusner, West Chester, 19380 

Matthew Mehalik, Pittsburgh, 15219 

Maureen B Leuszler, Paupack, 18451 

Meenal Raval, Philadelphia, 19119 

Melissa Wolfgang , Hegins , 17938 

Michael Bagdes-Canning, Emlenton, 16373 

Michael Heyd, Montoursville , 17754 

Michael Loncoski , Wilkes-Barre , 18702 

Michael Schroeder, Annville, 17003 

Michael Zenns , Austin , 16720 

Michele Fetting, Pittsburgh, 15238 

Michelle Mirabello, Sonestown, 17758 

Mitch Chanin, Philadelphia, 19116 

Monica Flint, Newtown , 18940 



Nancy Robinson, Pittsburgh, 15227 

Nancy Roecker Coates , Ambler , 19002 

Olga Gray, Wellsboro, 16901 

Pam Cyphert, Strattanville, 16258 

Pam Steckler, State College , 16801 

Park Furlong, Feasterville , 19053 

Patti Rose, Reading, 19606 

Pennie Christie, Reynoldsville, 15851 

Peter Buckland, State College, 16801 

Rachael Neffshade, Pittsburgh, 15239 

Randy Moyer, Portage, 15946 

Raymond Baker, Ambler, 19002 

Rebecca Britton, Exton, 19341 

Rebecca Roter, Montrose , 18801 

Richard Atkinson, Dubois, 15801 

Robert Cross, Williamsport, 17703 

Robin Jarrell, Lewisburg, 17837 

Rochelle Rabin, DEVON, 19333 

Ron Cocco, West chester, 19380 

Ron Gavalik, Pittsburgh, 15140 

Ronald Gulla , Canonsburg, 15317 

Rosenoelle Halter, Schwenksville, 19473 

Ruth Carr, Douglassville, 19518 

Ruth Sklar, Philadelphia , 19103 

Sara Pilling, Rosemont , 19010 

Scott Cannon, Plymouth, 18651 

Scott D. Wagner, Camp Hill, 17011 

Scott Taylor , McKeesport, 15135 

Sharon Furlong, Feasterville , 19053 

Shirley Wagner, Joliett/Tremont, 17981 

Stanley G. Beck, Monroeville, 15146 

Stephanie Ulmer, Pittsburgh, 15218 

Susan Ader, Reinholds, 17569 

Susan Bryce, Morrisville, 19067 

Susan Gage, Douglassville, 19518 

Susan Haag, Reading, 19607 

Susan Lingenfelter, Bedford, 15522 

Tammy Walker, Pittsburgh, 15216 

Tara Craig, Allentown, 18103 

Tara Stephenson, Easton, 18042 

Taylor Lightman , Winfield , 17889 

Thaddeus Popovich, Sewickley , 15143 

Thomas Carlo , Pen Argyl , 18072 

Tiasha Machuga , Williamsport , 17701 

Timothy Runkle, Elizabethtown, 17022 

Tom Hocking, Lebanon, 17042 

Tracy Carluccio, Bristol, 19007 

Trish Hredzak-Showalter, Verona, 15147 

Vicki Eshleman, Muncy, 17756 

Victoria Cox, Pottstown, 19464 

Vincent Prudente, Philadelphia, 19146 



Walter Tsou, Philadelphia, 19102 

Wanda Guthrie, Pittsburgh, 15206 

Wayne Ott, Orbisonia, 17243 

Wes Comes, Trumbauersville, 18970 

William A Ferullo, Warren Center, 18851 

William Egbert, Bethlehem, 18017 

William Gaugler, Wyomissing, 19610 

William Gleason, Harrisburg, 17110 

William Lyons, Columbus, 43202 

William R. Hechinger, State College , 16801 

William T.  Kellnet, Lehighton, 18235 

Willow Eby-Fischer , Northumberland , 17857 

 

 


